The Organization: The Eterna International Foundation is a nonprofit corporation which
places special emphasis on providing services to professionals in the fields of medicine and
education with an interest in handicapped persons, particularly children. Eterna is a Latin
word meaning "forever." The motivating concept behind Eterna International is the
enduring nature of worthwhile efforts directed towards improving the chances for the life,
health, education and emotional well-being of children. The Foundation's major activities
include: (1) facilitating the collection and dissemination of information helpful to those in
the service of handicapped children and families with special needs; (2) facilitating
research aimed at benefiting individuals with handicaps and children and families with
special needs; and (3) encouraging the adoption of newborns with handicaps and other
medical management problems into families willing and able to care for them.

Eterna International seeks to promote understanding between disciplines through a
multidisciplinary approach, providing services such as seminars, conferences, publications
and media materials. The Foundation sponsors annual conferences on pediatric social work
and on parenting the handicapped. Eterna International assists in the facilitation of clinical
studies through the production and dissemination of surveys and inventories necessary for
the research process.

The work of Eterna International is conducted by hundreds of volunteer professionals from
a wide range of fields interested in the welfare, health and education of children with
special needs. Professionals participate through editing professional publications, writing
abstracts and reviews, translating, representing Eterna in other professional organizations
and serving as representatives to facilitate collaborative studies.

Information Services: Eterna International publishes pamphlets on neural tube defects and
the legal rights of handicapped newborns. The organization publishes and disseminates
numerous periodicals covering a variety of topics including spina bifida, pediatric social
work, literature in medicine and psychology as it relates to special education, parenting
studies, Down syndrome, the institutionalized child, comparative special education,
international child development and international pediatric chronic illness and disabilities,
Books are available on spina bifida* sickle cell anemia and childhood cancer. In addition,
the Foundation publishes a bibliography and curriculum materials on developmental
pediatrics. There is a subscription fee for periodicals and a charge for most publications.

Greater Detroit Society for the Blind (GDSB)
4-Sights Network
16625 Grand River
Detroit, Ml   48227
(312) 272-3900

Handicapping Conditions Served:  Blindness, visual impairment, deaf-blindness.

Users Served: Disabled persons, parents, teachers, physicians, ophthalmologists, optometrists,
counselors, rehabilitation personnel.

The Organization: The 4-Sights Network, a division of the Greater Detroit Society for the
Blind, is a state-of-the art communication catalyst enabling workers for the blind as well as
blind persons themselves to obtain necessary information easily and to apply it effectively
toward the common goal of successful rehabilitation. Information is available in areas such
as vocational training, education, technology and professional disciplines. The Network
provides teleconferencing opportunities, an array of data bases and electronic mail service.
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